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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE


                                                              September 20, 2007

President Bush’s Faith-Based And Community Initiative Is Conducting 

A “Determined Attack On Need” In The State Of Kentucky

Today, Jay Hein, Director of the White House Office of Faith-Based and Community Initiatives, will address the first-ever Kentucky Faith-Based and Community Initiatives Summit.  Director Hein will recognize the significant achievements of faith-based and community organizations in the Bluegrass State.  The driving purpose of the Faith-Based and Community Initiative (FBCI) is to find fresh ways to address communities’ most important needs by partnering the strengths of government with the personal touch of community and faith-based organizations. President Bush captured the essence of this purpose when he described the Initiative as a “determined attack on need.”  

· In 2006, more than $153 Million in Federal Funds were competitively awarded to Kentucky Faith-Based and Community Organizations (FBCOs) dedicated to social services. Kentucky faith-based and secular non-profits received 246 awards to expand services to help Kentuckians in need.  

· Throughout the State of Kentucky, Presidential initiatives help local entities provide services to people in need. In addition to the metropolitan areas of Louisville and Lexington, dozens of rural areas house FBCOs whose work is bolstered by federal grant programs, such as the Department of Justice and Department of Labor’s Prisoner Re-Entry Initiative and the Mentoring Children of Prisoners program run by the Department of Health and Human Services.
· Federal Agency FBCI Centers have provided multiple training opportunities for Kentucky FBCOs. The Centers for Faith-Based And Community Initiatives in the U.S. Departments of Education, Health and Human Services, Housing and Urban Development, and Agriculture have provided dozens of training opportunities for FBCOs in numerous parts of Kentucky. These trainings include instruction on the Federal grants process and funding opportunities, and the basic legal responsibilities associated with federal funding.
Kentucky Faith-Based And Community Initiatives 

· The First Kentucky Faith-Based and Community Initiatives Summit will take place on September 20, 2007. The Summit will provide an opportunity for faith-based and community organizations to learn about the Initiative and about each other. 
Kentucky’s Faith-Based and Community Initiative is Producing Results for Americans in Need

Continued Federal funding aids Faith-Based and Community Organizations. Recent data from  Fiscal Years 2005 and 2006 provided by the U.S. Departments of Labor, Education, Agriculture, Justice, Health and Human Services, Housing and Urban Development, and Veterans Affairs, and the Small Business Administration and the Corporation for National and Community Service showed:  

· In Fiscal Years 2005 and 2006, more than $323 million in competitive Federal grants were awarded to Faith-Based and Secular Non-profit Organizations in Kentucky. These awards were used to expand the reach and impact of faith-based and community non-profit organizations in a wide variety of service initiatives, including veterans’ services, prisoner re-entry, mentoring and after school programs, homelessness and other pressing human needs. 

· 930,000 Kentuckians volunteered 104.1 million hours of service in 2006. Kentucky is a regional leader in volunteerism, with the third-highest overall volunteer rate in the South. The Bluegrass State has the highest young adult volunteer rate, second-highest college student volunteer rate and the fourth-highest Baby Boomer volunteer rate in the South. 
 Overall, the South had the largest number of volunteers of any region in 2006.
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� http://www.cns.gov/pdf/VIA/VIA_synopsis_KY.pdf


� http://www.cns.gov/pdf/VIA/VIA_profiles_southern.pdf





